
www.klassiki.online

A Serious Relationship Only follows the story of Sonya, 
a 17-year-old film student studying at VGIK – Russia’s 
most famous film school, which director Slava Ross also 
attended. Apart from dealing with newfound academic 
struggles, she also has to manage the ups and downs 
of interpersonal relationships and complex family bonds 
as the festive season unfolds. Shot to an eclectic mix of 
holiday favourites and electronic beats, the film conveys 
the spirit of youth in the big city, aided by a bright, 
saturated color palette that graces the screen throughout.

The opening sequence takes place in Park Zaryadye, 
located in the heart of Moscow. The end of the year is 
fast approaching, and the city is illuminated with bright 
lights and garlanded with wreaths and other New Year’s 
decorations. A shaky, hand-held camera takes us through 
the park, capturing the dynamism of the occasion, with 
bustling children, families, and tourists. However, the 
star of this sequence is a young man in a red coat, who 
disappears every so often behind waves of people. 
Soon, it is revealed that this sequence was actually a film 
within a film – a short clip shot by Sonya for class. The 
mysterious subject of the film is her crush, Filipp. 

However, Sonya’s obsession with Filip doesn’t end with 
just her assignment, and curiosity does at first seem to 
have killed the cat; following him into a club, her night 
ends in heartbreak as she finds him kissing another girl. 
Taking place early on in the plot, this sets the scene for 
further disappointments that unfold rapidly as the plot 
picks up pace.

Despite her meek, somewhat aloof nature and ignorance 
to the jargon of young Muscovites, Sonya’s heart is 
clearly in the right place – her biggest dream in life, to the 
chagrin of her police chief mother, is to direct children’s 
movies. With the firm belief that film can make the 
world a better place, Sonya stands in stark contrast with 
her overtly edgy classmates, all of whom share a more 
pessimistic outlook on what it means to be a director 

in the modern age – in other words, to be simply a tool 
in the consumerist machine. She is eventually shunned 
by her entire class and is even on the verge of being 
expelled from the school for severely lagging behind with 
her coursework. 

Disillusioned by overdue assignments and her seemingly 
non-existent chances of attracting her crush’s attention, 
Sonya is introduced to a popular dating app by her friend 
Ninon, who wants nothing more than to cheer up our 
heroine. As a result, Sonya is suddenly forced to navigate 
the peculiarities of new-age dating in the face of more 
than a few questionable characters, resulting in a string 
of eyebrow-raising dates and dubious conversations.

To make matters even more convoluted, Sonya’s parents, 
on the verge of complete marital breakdown, enter the 
picture. Having heard of her daughter’s struggles with 
young adult life in the capital, her father (played by 
Aleksandr Robak in perhaps one of his more comical 
roles) appears at her apartment in Moscow where 
he meets her roommate, Leva. Leva also happens to 
introduce him to the dating app, and trouble quickly and 
predictably ensues. Meanwhile, Sonya’s mother arrives 
in Moscow from her native Gorokhovets, bringing her 
no-nonsense police mentality with her and ensuring that 
tensions with her daughter, already at boiling point, soon 
spill over.

However, despite the seemingly constant stream of 
challenges thrown up by the series of interwoven 
plotlines, the film successfully maintains a light, humorous 
air and a warm atmosphere against an aesthetically 
pleasing backdrop of Moscow in the snow. Full of 
slapstick, cringeworthy situations, and the incredulous 
coincidences that define all good rom-coms, A Serious 
Relationship Only is a lighthearted, feel-good film, 
guaranteed to overwhelm even the biggest of Scrooges 
with its festive, New Year’s feeling. 
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